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BILLIONS OF STAMPS

-

PBUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINT-
ING'S ENORMOUS OUTPUT.

'_

Government Indastry That Is an Ac-
enrate Barometer of the Country’s
Businesa Conditions.

—e

FACTS OF POPULAR INTEREST

-

HOW POSTAGE STAMPS ARE PRINT-
ED, COUNTED AND GUMMED.

-

Over Twenty Millions Tuarned Out
Each Weorking Day—The Stamp
Book Well Liked.

—e

ipll:hl to the Indianapolis Journal.

l
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WASBHINGTON, June 13 —More than six |

Blillon postage stamps will be printed by
Uncls Sam during the present calendar
pear. The éxact flgures, as estimated by
the officials, will be §.354.800,000., Of this
number 1.561,000,%0 will be made up of 1-
cent stamps, 3.427,.200,000 of twos, and the
remainder of the higher denominations.
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing
sirikes off about 20500000 stamps every
day. This average iz kept up for the 308
working days In the year. The dally ship-
ment of stamps to the 79,000 or more post-
Offices throughout the [United States run
from 10,000,000 to 70,000,000, the latter being
the highest number ever sent out in a sin-
gle day. About one hundred millfon stamps
are always on hand ready for any emer-
gency. The stamps are turned out by tae
million every day, and with the exception
of the set stock of 100,000,000 the supply just
about equals the demand,

“*Why. sir,” said the man in charge of
the stamp division, “we count in mililons
and billlons here. ““We can tell without
difficuity whether the gountry is prospering
or foundering in the slough of adversity.
In fact, the order sheet for stamps is an
@&ccurate barometer of industrial conditions
in the United States. As a political argu-
ment nothing better can be advanced than
the unusually heavy demand for stamps
during the past years. The calls upon us
necessitate constant activity. The sale of
stamps has jumped with leaps and bounds
since 1900. In that year we shipped 2,98, -
000,000, in 1901, 4,270,000,000, in 1902, 5,135,930,000,
and In the present year we hope to pass the
5,000,000,000 mark. Our best month is Janu-
ary. Business picks up in December as a
resuit of the holiday season, but we reach
the flood in January. August is the slack
month, and February is counted among the
dull periods. The demand in the first twen-
8y days of every quarter is unusually
heavy, and at such times our daily ship-
ments foot up to 70,000,000.""

' " A TREMENDOUS TASK.

The task of printing and distributing the
fittle certificate that appears on the letters
In the United States mails is a tremendous
ene. Great skill is required in every branch
of the work. The best plate printers that
ean be obtained in this country are em-
ployed, and the women who examine and
count the stamps are among the most ex-

_of the small army employed in the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. While
bllllons of stamps are printed in a year,
every detall of the big job is done by a
force of about 2000 men and women.
Each of them is an expert in his or her
particular line of business. Only one mis-
take has been made in counting the stamps
during the past three years. When it is
considered that milllons are counted in a
day, hundredy of miilions in a month, and
blillons In & year, the proficlency of the
counters, all of whom are women, is readily
sppreciated. There s another fact that
may be of interest to those whe are not
advised of the rules governing the national
money factory, where the postage stamps
are printed. In the past three years only
one sheet of stamp paper has been lost.
Four hundred stamps are printed on a
sheet of a specially prepared paper. Each
sheet goes through the hands of a couple
of hundred employes. But it is almost im-
possible for a sheet of paper or a single
stamp to be lost or mislaid. BEvery scrap
must be accounted for and checked up be-
fore the employes leave the bullding. If a

sheet is reported missing a search Is made
:—' it. Ir it Is not found the loss must be

made good. Sometimes the foreman of
the reom in which the sheet or stamp has
disappefred pays for It, or a collection is
taken up among the emploves. But, as
#tated, the losses are infrequent, and when
they do oceur, they are small, only one in
the past three years, and only three or four
since 1899,

The process of turning out a postage
atamp is similar to that of printing a bank
‘mote, There ls, however, more detail in the
printiog of the stamp. The engraving re-
Quires as much skill, and some of the best
anen in the bureau are employed in this
~ ®lass of work. The design is suggested by
some wise official in the Postoffice Depart-
mment. It takes three months to turn it out,
and then, if it does not suit the fancy of
the department officlal, it must be done
over again. The drying process of the stamp
15 laborious and requires great skill. Most
of the defects that appear in the stamp
; after it is printed and ready for per-

are due to shrinkage. Every sheet
of stamp paper has the water mark, “U.
8. P."” ruaning through every square inch
of It. The water mark is responsible for
the shrinkage, which spoils many of the
stamp sheets. The sheets which do not pass
the eagle eyes of the examiner are run
through a press and canceled and then de-
stroyed.
HOW STAMPS ARE GUMMED,
" The gumming of the stamp is one of the
snost important processes. It is done in ac-
jordance with strictly scientific principles.
The room la which the process is worked
put Is kept as nearly as possible at the
me temperature summer and winter. This
iz accomplished by means of steam colls in
winter and by, perhaps, the most elaborate
system of ventilation in the United States,
with the possible exception rooms in
the government Bureau of Standards., Ex-
periments covering a period of years were
made with different gums, and it was a
long time before the chemists were success-
ful. Theay finally evelved a composition
which fills the bill, and since it has been
tsed very little complaint has been heard
&8 to the adkesive quality eof postage
stamps. The besic constituent of this gum,
which the gcovrernment manufactures, is
cassava starch. It contains nothing that
18 deleterious to hexlith, and, in fact, is pro-
. nounced “simost good enough to eat.”” It
5 manufacture! with great care and clean-

of

The method of applying the gum to the
Stamp sheets is entirely mechanical except
in the counting. The sheets are fed into
& hopper where they pass between rollers,
the lower set of which revolve In a vat of

sum. This vat is directly over a
which s regulated automatically
sclentific accuracy. Over thess gum

the stampe pass oo & ocontinuous |
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Russian Hebrews blame Von Plehwe, who is
minister of the Interior, for the massacrs at
Kishinef. He Is sald to be a radical anti-
Bemite,

chain which carry them through wooden
compartments heated by hot water pipes,
When the sheets emerge the gum is dry,
and they are ready for the counter. The
thickness of the coating is a matter which
is also determined to a nicety. It is regu-
lated with regard to atmospherie conditions
in the territory where the stamps are to
be placed on sale. For example, stamps
which go to the humid and hot climate of
the Guif States are so gummed as to pre-
vent them from sticking together. A differ-
ent gumming process Is employed for the
stamps sent to the dry and cold Northern
latitude.

When the stamp sheets are printed, dried
and gummed, they are placed under hy-
draulic pressure. They are stacked in a
press in piles of a thousand sheets and a
pressure exerted of about forty or fifty
pounds per square inch. The stamps are
then perforated, cut up Into blocks of a
hundred stamps, sent to the shipping room,
and are then ready for distribution.

The government has been printing its
own postage stamps since 184. Previous
to that year the work was done under
contract. Under the present system the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing must
compete for the work with private com-
panles. Last year the competition was
lively, and the bureaw won on a very small
margin. The Postoffice Department is as
exacting with the bureau as it would be
with a private company.

THE STAMP BOOK.

Every Innovation in the service has felt
the impact of prejudice and encountered
that unknown quantity in mankind which
look with distrust upon anything that is
new. The single exception was the stamp
book which “took” from the beginning.
When the prepayment of postage was in-
troduced In the '#'s it was not popular.
People had been in the habit of either
sending their mall by express or letting
the other fellow pay the postage. But
Uncle S8am, once started in the right direc-
tion, refuses to turn aside. He knew that
the prepgyment of postage was a step In
the path of progress and the system was
finally accepted by the people.

For all practical purposes the history of
postage stamps begins in the United King-
dom, and with the great reform of its pos-
tal system In 1830-40. The use of adhesive
stamps in the United States was author-
ized by an act of Congress approved
March 8, 1847, and on June 1, 1866, prepay-
ment by stamps was made compulsory.
Until 1863 the rates of postage were based
upon the distances over which the malls
were conveyed. In 18348 these rates were—
not exceeding 300 miles, 3 cents; exceed-
ing 30 miles, 10 cents. In 1851 the rates

were reduced to 3 cents for distances not

exceeding 3,000 miles, and 10 cents for dis-
tances exceeding 3,000 miles. In 1863 a uni-
form rate of postage without regard to dis-
tance was fixed at 3 cents and on Oct. 1,
1583, excepting, however, lottery matter,
coins, jewelry, merchandise, ete., the rate
was reduced to 2 cents. Now the people
want penny postage,

Formerly postage stamps were very sim-
ple iIn design. The series authorized about
4 year ago are more elaborate than any
every before issued by the government.
They are more ornate, and carry the year
of birth and death of the subject. This
gives them an educational value which
they did not possess in former years. The
portrait of but two women have graced.
the stamps of Uncle Sam. The cheerful
countenance of Martha Washington ap-
pears on one of the last series and that of
Queen Isabella, of Spain, on an issue
authorized at' the time of the Chicago
world’'s falr.

The stamp book attains great popularity
as the public becomes more familiar with
them. It is in demand In every city iIn
the United States and calls for them are
coming from the Philippines, Porte Rico
and Hawail. The sale of the books is in-
creasing at the rate of 200,000 a month.
Since introducing the stamp the govern-
ment has made §150,000 in the fractional
profits It receives on each book.

The insular possessions are beginning to
draw upon the government for large ship-
ments of stamps. The Philippines take
about $5000000 a year and Hawali and
Porto Rico each about $3.500,000 a year.

J. E. M.

In Touch with Cabinet.

Washington Letter.

Theére have been few administrations in
which the President and his Cabinet have
been 80 thoroughly In touch with the
whole country as in the present one. For
vears it was a standing complaint of the
West that the officials at Washington did
not appreciate conditions in the vast terri-
tory beyond the Mississippl. President
Roosevelt and his Cabinet understand the
Western people, their wants and their life,
a8 thoroughly as though they were resl-
dents of that section. Mr. Roosevelt's many
years' experience as a rancher and fron-
tlersman has made him a Westerner by

adoption.
Nearly every member of his Cabinet hl?n
arld
many

made a speclal study of that section
people. BSecretary Hay has made

trips across the plains and into the Rock-
jes. Secretary Root for some years has
spent his vacations huntipg and traveling
through the far Western country. Secre-
tary Shaw, Secretary Wilson and Secre-
tary Hitchcock are all resldents of the
country beyond the Mississippl. Secretary
Cortelyou gained an intimate knowledge
of the people and sentiments there while
accompanying the late President McKinley
on his tour, Attorney General Knox has
spent much time in travellng and hunting
over the plains and mountains of the West,
SBecretary Moody is returning from a trip
into the same country, so that with Post.
master General Payne, who is a Westerner
in residence, sentiment and experience, the
whole Cabinet is equipped for sympathetie
consideration of questions that affect the
West as well as those of dominating in-
terest In the East.

Versne.

Willle elimbed out on the bank

And shyly looked askance,

For though his other clothes were there,
Bome one had swiped his mittens.

—YXale Record, |

FIGHTING IN MACEDONIA

A WAR CORRESPONDENT “HELD UP”
BY A STRAY BRIGAND.

.
1

Bloody Battle Between Insurgents and.

Tarke-—=Monks and Peasants
Assnist.

©

' Correspondence of the Indianapolls Journal.

PHILIPPOPOLI, Bulgaria, May 25.—~I
crossed the frontier at Fondina, the last
Montenegro village, and took the road to
Dinoschi, which is the first Albanian set-
tlement. The way leads over stony moun-
tain passes, heavily wooded. After travel-
ing two hours I sat down on a windfall to
consult the maps, only to find that they lied
foot for foot. Suddenly the towering figure
of a natlve loomed up. At sight of the
stranger he stood stock still. What a
shame that Prince Nicholas's soldiers had
confiscated my camera the day before! Here
was a subject for Remington: an over life-
size bronze statue, a plcturesque long coat
floating down the back, the mighty right
gracefully polsed on the sllver handle of
a marine pistol stuck in the belt. If I live
100 years I will not forget the look he gave
me—it was reeking with contempt, cunning,
superiority—a veritable death warrant! I
saw at once that he was a Mussulman and
bade him God's peace.

“*Stop,” he said in answer, and, looking
me over a second time, added: *Can't you
get out of my way?” .

I tried to smile: ‘‘Certainly, my lord, If
you want more room,” and endeavored to
pass him by a large circuit. I had made
about twenty paces when he faced me
anew.

“Coming from Austria, do you not? What
do you want here?”

“1 was born In Austria, but am a natural-
{zed Bulgarian—a man of sclence, If your
lordship pleases, after bugs and flowers and
herbs. They call me a botanist.”

“They do, eh? And I call you a Nar!
‘Citizen of two countries!" I say you belong
to dogland, and—listen—I further aver that
you came here to play the spy. Sit down
now and hold your tongue.”

I did as bidden and his lordship sat by my
glde.

(After a while):
to drink?"

“At your order, sir.”

He took a long pull from the bottle, shiv-
ered a bit and spoke disdainfully: *“Where
did you get that confounded stuff?”

“In Podgoritza, on the other side;
kreutzers per liter.”

“Podgoritza—] know the hole.
are things there?”

“My lord,"” I replied, “the Montenegrans
are a poor race—"' But he would not per-
mit me to finish., ““Have you got anything
to eat?’”" he cried. *“*No? Well, here is corn
bread and garlic. We'll divide.”

We lunched together and emptied
flask like brethren in arms.

CASE OF HIGHWAY ROBBERY.

Having demonstrated that there was no
ill-will, my captor abruptly remarked: “By
the way, have you got any money about
you?”

1 ripped open the lining of my coat and
extracted by fortune, counting it out into
the Albanian’'s hand, twenty-five guldens.
He examined the banknotes with the eye
of a connoiseur, nodded and placed them
in his pocket.

“Change!"” he sald next, with the mein
of a street car conductor, asking for fares.

“My lord, I trust to your generosity that
you will let me retain the small coin. 1
have a long way before me, and my appe-
tite is good. Besides, I have only two
guldens left, a sum quite unworthy of so
great a lord as you."

“Hold your tongue—an Albanian can take
care of his dignity, without listening to
barking dogs. And don't whine about get-
ting hungry, If you please. Hospitality is
one of our chief nationol virtues, Every
household has bread and cheese here for
such as you. Change, I repeat, and don't
be all day about it."

I shelled out. The Albanian, continu-
ing, ““And that is really all? Have you nu
valuables?"

I turned out my trousers pockets and
he went through my vest and coat, while
I held the lapels. His only find was a
cheap watch of gun-metal. It puzzled him.
“How much?"’' he queried, doubtfully.

1 paid five guldens for it in Sofia.”

“Then it's base metal and of no use)”
He threw the watch against the nearest
iree.

“Pardon, my lord, as you did not care for
the watch, you might have returned it to
me."

The Albanian smiled llke a Satyr. “And
encourage your Western ignorance? No,
learn to tell the time by the sun, as en-
lightened Albanians do! Besides, when
you get home you will buy another watch;
all you fellows have money by the bushel.”

He arose, cut the straps of the valise
hanging from my shoulder, and said, “You
g0 now."

I got up, but tarried somewhat. He
looked me through and through; repeating,
“you may go0.” Then he added: “How-
ever, I don't want vou to think us heath-
ens, Here is more bread and garlic for
you; may your appetite never grow less."
I took the bread and—waited for more. At
this my lord seemed vexed, but at last he
handed me my change, 2 guldens and 5
kreutzers: “We are no heathens, you

“Have you got anything

20

Well, how

the

know.” All this with the utmost gravity.
“And now good-bye—God be with you! And
remember well, don't look behind. You will
take the path to the left, stick to it for
your own sake; there are real brigands on
the other side.”” ] saluted and continued
my Jjourney as a war correspondent four
more days, when I met a Bulgarian consul,
who gave me a shirt and sent me home by
rail.
WITH THE INSURGENTS.

On the way to Phillpoppoll 1 fell In with
a crowd of Insurgents, prisoners of war,
just taken by Prince Ferdinand's Frontier
Guards, six of them—a patriarch, with long
white beard and hair, two full-grown men
and threa boys below twenty, the youngest
no more than fifteen years old. They repre-
sented the several classes of Macedonia,
including a lawyer, school teacher, pop
(priest), merchant and two farmers., The
first-named gentlemen took it upon them-
selves to report on their “lucky'” wventure
against the Red Caps, just come to a close,

*“We belong to the band of Mitew,” they
said, “‘the most formidable of insurgent
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leaders who ever fought the Turks, and
had orders to capture, or destroy, the Turk-

ish detachments guarding the Ueskul-Nish

Railway line and tear up the road. How-
ever, the plan miscarried, for as we were

about to march news was received that |

two Turkish companies were closing upon
us from opposite directions, expecting to
get us between two fires in the course of
the night. In conseguence Mitew aban-
doned the village without a moment's de-
lay and we retreated to the mountains
dominating the high road, while Palanke
Monastery, half a mile higher up, afforded
excellent cover for our rear.

“The night passed off quietly enough, but
at early dawn we noticed a Turkish force
crawling up to the village. ‘Reserve your
fire,' ran Mitew’'s whispered orders through
the lines, ‘until you can see the whites of
their eyes.’

“The red caps kept marching on, as if
they had not the slightest idea of our where-
abouts. Suddenly a halt, a word of com-
mand, a white cloud, and hundreds of bul-
iets whistled about our ears and forms,

““A second later the Turks continued their
march. The salute, as it were, had turned
out & mere waste of powder and lead. Of
our people not a single man was wounded.
Mistew then gave out the order: ‘At 150 feet
throw three volleys into them. Then—
sharpshooting, man against man.'

“The volleys, fired with deadly precision,
did awful carnage, disconcerting the red
caps to such an extent that they threw
themselves down on the ground. As we
were about to spring at their throats and
cut them to pleces our Western advance
guards signalized the on-march of the sec-
ond Turkish detachment. They were com-
ing from the west. No doubt it was planned
to surround and decimate us.

“To prevent annihilation Mistew ordered
a retreat upon Palanka* monastery, where
we had no sooner established ourselves in
strong positions when the Turks advanced
in a semi-circle, five to six men deep. In
this wise they formed a perfect target, but
neither loss of men nor horrible wounds,
inflicted every instant, seemed to make any
impression whatever on the enemy, that
sullenly forged ahead. A hand-to-hand
fight was imminent, when Mitew gave the
order: ‘Bombs! ™

BOMBS ARE THROWN.

The speaker showed me a bomb such as
are sold all along the Bulgarian-Macedonian
frontiers by the dozen—small shells filled
with dynamite, or other explosive matter,
with a few rusty nalls, or leaden balls,
thrown in. Then he continued his report:

“Immediately the fuses were lit and fifty
or sixty bombs thrown. The effect was
awful to contemplate, for dozens of Red
Caps were instantly killed and still more
wounded. A panic ensued. The lines broke
up and the officers’ efforts to re-establish
order or persuade the men to continue the
fight were in valn. That was just as we
had expected.

“It was just then about noon, and we
numbered a dozen dead and wounded, while
the enemy’'s losses were thirty dead and 150
wounded. We then advanced some fifty
paces, as far as we could go without ex-
posure, and did some sharpshooting, but
the result being negative, Mitew ordered
us to stop and He down for a rest.

“Meanwhile more Red Caps appeared in
the distance and towards 5 o'clock the ene-
my was 60 strong at the very least; still
Mitew refused to retreat. “We must con-
quer or die,’ he cried. However, he ordered
us to occupy the monastery, which is a
natural fortress of the first rank. As we
did so the Turks advanced in quickstep
and firing was resumed on both sides with
egqual determination, while the losses were
about even. At last the Turks pressed
80 hard upon our flank that we were forced
to seek shelter Iin the inner court, where a
genuine surprise awaited us.

“The good monks had thoughtfully laid
in a supply of first-class bomba and handed
them over ready for use at the moment of
danger. They did more, They jolned in the
dynamiting with astonishing dexterity. We
soon had the Red Caps on the run down
the mountainside. They were brave enough
under fire, but could not stand explosives;
who wiill blame them?

MONKS RAISE FLAG OF DISTRESS.

“Just as we were preparing for pursuit a
party of armed peasants clashed with the
enemy. The abbott had raised the flag of
distress and the patriots in the valley, as-
suming that the monks were hard pressed
by the Turks, hastened to relief. Needless

‘to say, the fleeing red caps met a hot re-

ception at their hands. Rifles, pikes, swords
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suit in our store.

to another.

Black Cheviot Dress Skirts, Walking Skirts, in the new
tailored and finished in the Mixtures, tailored and finished
best possible manner, regular in our own stylish way, $7.50
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| Second Week of Our June Sale
' Of Tailor-Made Suits and Skirts

Inspired by the enormous business we have done thus far, and in order to make
this the banner week of this great sale, we have made another reduction on every
This is an absolute clearing-up saie of all suits and skirts.

None are reserved, as we haven't the room to carry over stock from one season
The assortment is exceptionally large, and every suit and skirt is of
the very newest mode, clean and desirable.

We unhesitatingly pronounce these offering to be the
best of the season.

$10.0

$14.75
$19.50
$23.50

$25.00 $30.00 and $32.5

the high-art tailored novelties, in Voile, Etamine, Broadcloth, Cheviots and imported
mixed materials—suits that sold up to $48.50.

--DRESS SKIRTS AND WALKING SKIRTS---

up to $37.50.

$5.00 $7.50

Cheviots

One-Third Off

On Ladies’ Spring Coats

--SHIRTWAISTS AND SHIRTWAIST SUITS--

New arrivals more beautiful than ever, and never more reasonably priced. This week's showing includes every smart idea

from the piain to the most extreme modes. Some perfect dreams in mercerized vestings, fine linens In Mexican drawn work
and hand embroidery, all-over embroidery and lace effects, an exquisite showing worthy of your consideration.

..We Store and Remodel Furs at Reasonable

Dress Suits and Walking Sults, made from Cheviots, Venetians and Fancy
Mixtures, regular $18.50 and $20.00 values.

Dress Suits and Walking Suits—your choice from about 100 styles, all colors
and black, made in the new blouse and coat effects, reduced from $25.00.

For $30.00 Suits, in fine Etamines, Broadcloths and Cheviots, some silk
lined throughout; about 150 in this assortment to choose from.

At this price you may choose from about 200 high-grade Suits, In plain
materials and Scotch mixtures—many novelties among them that sold

For $10.00 Dress Skirts and
Walking Skirts, in Etamine,
and Scotch Mix-
tures, new, clever styles.
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Exclusive ideas in Dress
Suits and Walking Suits.

$10.00

For beautiful noveities In
Dress Skirts, made from fine
Etamines, Broadecloth and
Cheviots, Skirts that sold up
to $15.00,

One-Third Off

On Children’s Spring Coats
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Louisville

between two fires, the Turks attempted no
more resistance and ran for their lives.

“However, Mitew's men were kept busy
for an hour or longer throwing Turkish
stragglers off the mountainside and drag-
ging them from behind rocks, caves and
outbuildings where they were hiding. In
that way we disposed of sixty more bodles.”

“And your own losses?" asked the cor-
respondent.

“Forty patriots, inclnding three moenks,
were killed,” replied the lawyer. "‘There
were also some twenty wounded, but of the
latter none will die. Altogether we won
a most splendid victory and the monks were
so well pleased with us that they invited
us to stay as long as we liked.

“We remained two days, buried our dead,
attended high mass and Te Deum and had
a good time. Afterwards, learning that the
Suiltan had dispatched a regiment, rein-
forced by mountain artillery, against us,
Mitew decided that we disband for a short
while and return home, subject to an early
call."

“And how did it happen that you were
taken prisoners?"”

“We committed the error of marching in
a bhody, as we expected to meet a small de-
tachment of Turks holding a mountain pass
near the frontier. While on this expedition
the Bulgarians surprised us, and now we
are off for a geason of recreation in the mil-
itary prison. - However, they cannot prove
anything against us, and, moreover, will
not try. We hope to be back with Mitew

in three weeks, or & month at the very
latest."” EDWARD MYGIND.

HUMORS OF THE KANSAS FLOOD.

0Odd Happenings That the People Ount
There Laugh Over Now, ;
Kansas City Journal.

A cow succeeded in reaching the big Me-
lan bridge at Topeka on Friday night. She
wandered back and forth disconsolately
and occasionally gave voice to a mournful
bellow. On Saturday the heart of a young
lawyer was touched by the spectacle of
such distress. He got a boat and a bale of
hay and started to the relief of the animal.
On striking the current in one of the streets
he was promptly upset and nearly drowned.
Not discouraged, he got another bale of hay
and another boat and for the second time
heroically essayed the passage. This time he
succeeded. He carried the bale well up on
the bridge, cut the wires, spread out the
hay and drove the cow up to it. She gave
one sniff and contemptuously walked away.
She had been just twelve hours off grass
and her paunch was still full. Under the
circumstances she might have become In-

and axes did horrible execution, and, placed i

duced to eat hay Iin about a week. The

DUEL CHALLENGE AND THE CAUSE

Major McBride, the husband of Maud Gonne, declarss th=t he is.in earnest in challenging John Redmond, M. P., to a duel on account of
the alleged insult to Mrs. McBride a2 Jublin. Major McBride cannot go to England in pursuit of his adversary for obvious reasons. He
dares the Irish member of Parll's e o, v . #88a Where they can meet on safe ground,
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Runabouts
Phaetons ,
Traps

Surreys

Carriages
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JOHN PRIMROSE
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young lawyer now knows more about the
wants and the habits of cattle.

Rev., Mr. Wyman, of Topeka, was ener-
getic in alding the flood sufferers. His part
was to convey them in a carriage from the
bank of the river to the auditorium, where
relief quarters had been established. In the
course of a day or twe his clothing became
muddy and sorry looking., On one of his
trips he entered the auditerium and ap-
proached a fashlonable lady of the town
who was presiding over the distribution of
clothing. She eyed him a little suspiciously
and he said apologetically, “I guess you do
not know me, Mrs. —."" “Oh, yes I do,"”
responded the good woman severely, “1
have outfitted you twice already and I want
you to get right out of here.”

In three men out of five there is the mak-
ing of a hero. In the ecarlier stages of the
great flood at Topeka men wvolunteered to
man the boats who never before had taken
an oar in hand. To penetrate the flooded dls-
trict with safety consummate skill in boat-
ing was required. So It is not surprising
that many of the amateur boatmen were up-
set in the torrents and were forced to take
to trees or roofs of houses in order to save
their own lives,

Among the amateur boatmen who went to
the rescue of people in North Topeka were
Probate Judge Hayden and Sam Zimmer-
man. They had an old flat-bottomed boat
which mlght not have been conveyed safely
through the cross currents by even the most
expert of oarsmen. Naturally they upset at
almost the first cross current. Here they
lost an oar, but regained their boat which
“niﬁt downward with the current. Present-
ly they were tipped out again and lost the
other oar. However, for the second time,
they regained the boat and went drifting
helplessly through the water-covered town.
At last they were swept across Kansas ave-
nue and plump Into a window of Billard's
mill. As they crashed into this place of
comparative safety they were astonished to
find a solitary old man sitting on a box and
calmly smoking his pipe. The old man
stared at them a moment and then shouted:
"By the Jumpin' Jehosephat, here comes
Robinson Crusoe and his man Friday!” And
over in Topeka the boys are trying to find
out which was Robinson Crusoe and which
was Friday.

A woman came walling and almost hys-
terical out of one of the rescue boats sent
to North Topeka. She clutched to her bosom
a bundle which every one thought con-
tained a baby. But when she reached dry
land she carefully unrolled the bundle and
displayed a female poodle dog with four
young pupples,

In one of the churches In North Topeka a
lot 6f colofed folks gathered. They were
terribly frightened and divided their time
between shouting for help and praying for
the Lord's assistance. They were taken off
one by one until at last there came a bux-
om old “aunty.” As she struck dry ground
she opened the batteries of her vocabulary.

chu’'ch you evah saw,” she sald as she
shook out her ample skirts and adjusted
the bandana on her forehead. “Dar's nig-
gahs ovah dar a-prayin’ dat never prayed
in der lives befo'. Dey is shoutin' to de
Lord to come an’ save dem from de watahs.
But de Lord say to Hisself, I'se gwine to
shake dem niggahs up a spell to show dem
de sinfulness ob der ways, an’ He's a-shak-
in' dem mighty ha'd.”

“No, sah,” responded the old aunty in
response to a question. “I hain't los’ none ob
my faith in de Lord. I don't stand by Him
foh mercy as much as I did, but I'se got
moah ’'preciation of His powerfulness."

Does He Know Izaak?

Providence Journal.

Like all fishermen, Mr. Cleveland of
course cannot write about fishing without
referring to Izaak Walton. It weuld be in-

teresting to learn whether he or any fisher-

not the least of his distinctions that he

world that he s widely known and fre-
quently mentioned among men who never
even saw a copy of one of his works.

Real American Optimism.

Topeka State Journal.

Chicage had no place among the great
cities of the country until after the fire,
Calveston was little thought of until aftes
the flood. Bince then it has been rebullt and
is bigger and busier than ever. A new To-
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peka will rise out of the flood.

“Dar is de prayin'est lot ob niggahs in dat |

man of his class ever read ‘“The Compleat |

Angler."” For many years now Walton has |
been an author whose name Is much oftener |
invoked than his book is read. Indeed, it is |

should have =0 impressed himself on the |
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